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1. REFERENCE B CONTAINS AN ARTICLE FROM THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE DAILY "THE NATION" OF JUNE 19 WHICH QUOTES THE 
TEXT OF THE "STRAITS TIMES" ARTICLE CARRYING PAN MALAYSIAN 
ISLAMIC PARTY LEADER, DATUK HAJI MUHAMMED ASRI'SN REMARKS. 
REFERENCE C CONTAINS THE BANGKOK DOMESTIC SERVICE REPORT 
STATING THAT THAI FOREIGN MINISTER CHARUNPHAN ITSARANGKUM 
NA AYUTTHAYA WAS DISSATISFIED WITH THE EXPLANATION HE 
RECEIVED FROM THE MALAYSIAN AMBASSADOR TO BANGKOK. 

REFERCNCE D CONTAINS A REPORT IN THE "BANGKOK POST" THAT 
THE NATIONAL STUDENT CENTER OF THAILAND (NSCT) IS 
PLANNING TO SUBMIT A LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER SANYA 
DEMANDING THE WITHDRAWAL FROM THAI TERRITORY OF A COMPANY 
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FOR JOINT BORDER PATROL PURPOSES. THE NSCT ACCUSED THE 
MALAYSIAN TROOPS OF ASSISTING THE SEPARATIST MOVEMENT INSTEAD 
OF SUPPRESSING THE (ETHNIC CHINESE) BORDER GUERILLAS. 

ALL THAI, AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE CHINESE/PAPERS CARRY STORIES SIMILAR 
TO THE BANGKOK DOMESTIC SERVICE RADIO REPORT (REFERENCE C). 

2. COMMENT: BOTH THE THAI GOVERNMENT AND THE THAI 
PUBLIC ARE CONTINUING TO TAKE QUITE SERIOULSY THE INCIDENT 
THAT MR. ASRI'S REMARKS HAVE OCCASIONED. WE FIND THIS 
PARTICULARLY TROUBLESOME IN VIEW OF THE RECORD OF COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, HIGHLIGHTED BY THE RECENT 
JOINT BORDER COMMITTEE MEETING IN KUALA LUMPUR. THIS 
INCIDENT COMES AT AN ESPECIALLY UNFORTUNATE TIME IN 
VIEW OF THE IMMINENT CONVOCATION OF THE ISLAMIC FOREIGN 
MINISTERS CONFERENCE IN KUALA LUMPUR. WE CAN ANTICIPATE 
THAT, DESPITE MALAYSIA'S REPORTED INTEREST IN NOT STIRRING 
UP CONTROVERSY OVER THE MUSLIM MINORITIES IN SOUTH THAILAND 
AND THE PHILIPPINES (REFERENCE E ) , THAI SUSPICIONS AND 
NEGATIVE PUBLIC SENTIMENT WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE TO RUN 
HIGH FOR THE DURATION OF THE CONFERENCE, AND PROBABLY 
BEYOND. 

KINTNER 
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